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Abstract

This article aims to study the problems of legal measures relating to prostitution
focusing on prostitutes in Thailand. The ultimate goal is to identify directives for appropriate

development and efficient solution for this problem.

The results show three problems in legal measures relating to prostitution in Thailand:
1) there is an overlap between punitive measures and protective/helping measures for prostitutes
as injured persons, 2) there is no direct criminal offence of prostitution for prostitutes. In other
words, a prostitute is subject to certain punishment for relating offences such as a constitution
of disturbance or gathering for certain benefits relating to prostitution. These offences carry
mild punishments, which are not proportional to the action. As a result, the legal enforcement
is not efficient enough to prevent prostitutes from recidivism and 3) there are protective/
occupational rehabilitative measures only for underage prostitutes of not more than 18 years
of age, but not for prostitutes aged over 18 years. Moreover there is no special preventive
public health measure. So, there are some recommendations to solve those problems. For
example, the Prostitution Prevention and Suppression Act B.E. 2539 needs to be amended.
The punishments for an offence of constitution should be more severe. To prevent recidivism,
there should be preventive/occupational rehabilitative measures for prostitutes aged over 18
years. Moreover there should be special preventive public health measures to protect the

general public.

Keywords: Legal Measures; Prostitution; Prostitute
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" The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 1979, Article 11.

¥ Chanokphon Sakonphadungkhet, “Prevention and Suppression of Child and Woman Prostitution as Provided in
International Conventions and Comparison Between Thai and Foreign Laws,” (Master’s thesis, Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn
University, 2002), 71. [In Thai]
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